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When we delayed the start of Phase II, we promised that we would closely monitor state
and local conditions and transition to full in-person learning as soon as those conditions
allowed.  After reviewing current data and confirming staffing levels, we are now able to
make this transition and have set February 3rd as the date that all students can return
daily to 26 Green Village Road should their families choose to send them. Starting
Wednesday, full in-person school will begin each day at 8:25 AM with prayer and will
end at 1:20 PM following seven full class periods. The remote option will remain
available to those who wish to attend school in this manner. The hybrid option will be
discontinued. As previously announced, PreK3 and PreK4 schedules will remain as they
are for the rest of the school year.

The following data guided our decision:
● The COVID-19 transmission rate has steadily declined over the last week and

stands below 1 at 0.91 as of Thursday, January 28th.
● COVID-19 activity in our school community has decreased over the past week.

As we move forward, we remind everyone that the virus is still very much with us. We
ask for your continued cooperation in monitoring out of school behaviors that could
impact our ability to maintain full in-person schooling and force us to go remote for a
certain period of time. The isolation protocols for COVID-19 positivity and quarantine
protocols for COVID-19 exposure and travel remain in place and are discussed in
further detail below.  It is imperative that all protocols are followed so that we can avoid
an outbreak in our school building and keep our doors open.

For families interested in changing their “in-person” or “remote” selection made on our
recent survey, please notify us as soon as possible by emailing pandemic@svmsnj.org.
We will continue to make remote learning available to all families that wish to participate
and will continue to make this option available to families that are required to
quarantine. We will continue to maintain a high standard of excellence for our remote
families. When a family feels that they are ready to return in person, we will readily
facilitate that process. Any family that is in person that decides to go remote will also be
assisted in that transition.

In order to make the transition to full in-person as seamless as possible please take
note of the following:



Morning Drop Off Procedures
1. The daily health form must be completed by 7:45 AM. Temperatures will be

taken randomly during the day.
2. School begins at 8:25 AM with prayer. Please be sure your child gets to school

on time.
3. Drop-off will continue to follow the same procedure beginning at 8:00 AM.
4. To accommodate the additional cars, the first car in line should pull all the way up

to the edge of the middle school building with subsequent cars pulling up one
right after the other with minimal space in between. Please do not leave a space
in the crosswalk outside the front door of the school building.

5. Have your children completely ready to disembark with masks on and book
bags ready. Children do not have to wait for a staff member to open your car
door. They must move quickly as it is important to get as many children into the
building as quickly and safely as possible, to avoid a backup of traffic on Green
Avenue and to  begin school promptly.

6. Please turn your flashers on once your children get out of your car.
7. If you are the first car in line, you must wait until all children in the line have gone

in the building before going. Please wait for the signal from the lead staff
person to drive out of the parking lot.

Afternoon Pick Up Procedures
1. The new pickup procedure instituted last week will continue. As with

morning drop off, the first car in line should pull all the way up to the edge of the
middle school building with subsequent cars pulling up one right after the other
with minimal space in between. Please do not leave a space in the crosswalk
outside the front door of the school building.

2. Please be attentive to having your child/children get into your car quickly.
3. Dismissal will begin at 1:20 PM.  Families whose last name begins with A-L

will pick up their children at 1:20 PM, and families whose last names begin
with M-Z pick up their children at 1:30 PM.

4. Walkers who walk home will be dismissed at 1:40 PM through the door
between the middle school and the cafeteria. Crossing the street must be done
with the assistance of the crossing guard and not in the middle of Green Village
Road.

The School Building and Other Protocols
1. Desks will be situated between 3 and 6 feet apart depending on class size.

Please work with your children to instill in them the importance of social
distancing. Shields will be on every desk.

2. Masks will be worn at all times except during the two short snack periods.



3. We have decided to keep Grades 4 and 8 divided into two classes. If social
distancing becomes an issue with these grade levels, we will resort to dividing
them into three sections. Grade 4A will be in the 8A homeroom, grade 8A will be
in the library and grade 8B will be in the cafeteria.

4. Parents/visitors are not able to come into the building.
5. Forgotten items are to be placed in the bin outside.
6. Full winter uniforms are to be worn everyday.
7. Every Friday will continue to be a spirit wear day with  gym sweat pants if

preferred.
8. No Fuss Lunch can still be ordered to go.

Isolation/Quarantine Reminders
1. If your child is a student at SVMS and is identified as a close contact of a person

who tested positive for COVID-19, they must quarantine 14 days.  This means
they should not be participating in any extracurricular activities or gathering with
other students, especially those who attend SVMS.

a. Day one starts the day after their last contact with the person who tested
positive for COVID-19.

b. The student is able to return to school on day 15.
c. This applies to all exposures, whether living with someone positive for

COVID-19 or being exposed to someone positive for COVID-19 on a
sports team.

d. Unfortunately, no one can test negative out of a quarantine. They must
complete the 14 days before returning to school.

2. If a member of your household, including a child who does not attend SVMS, is
identified as a close contact of a person who tested positive for COVID-19, your
child who attends SVMS can come to school.

a. If the household member who was exposed becomes sick, then your child
who attends SVMS must stay home until COVID-19 testing is done on the
family member who was exposed.

b. If the test comes back negative, then the SVMS student can return to
school.

3. If any household member is sick, they need to be tested for COVID-19 and the
student/s in that household who attend SVMS (as well as other schools) need to
remain home until the results come back.

a. If the results are negative, the student/s can return to school.
b. If the results are positive for COVID-19, the student/s will need to

quarantine for 14 days from the last exposure to the person who is sick.



c. The individual who is positive for COVID-19 must be isolated away from
the rest of the household and it is recommended that all household
members wear masks, except for when sleeping.

d. If it is not possible to isolate the COVID-positive individual, then the
quarantine period for those who are exposed to that individual will start
once the COVID-positive individual completes a 10-day isolation period.

e. This could end up being 24 or more days; therefore, it is best to isolate the
individual who was positive away from other household members if at all
possible.

4. The quarantine for travel remains at 10 days as long as the student remains
healthy during that 10-day timeframe.

a. Day one starts the day after you return from your trip; the student may
return to school on day 11.

b. Nurse Reilly has been informed by the Madison Health Department this
past week that there will be new travel guidelines in the next several
weeks. She will communicate those to you when she receives further
information.

The first day of Phase II will be treated like the first day of school that we had this past
September.  The students will be reminded of the safety rules in place for social
distancing and mask wearing. The all school Catholic Schools Week Mass is scheduled
for noon on Wednesday. We can think of no better way to celebrate our full return!


